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come away. In our old system, the hairdresser uses plenty of camellia
oil, puts extra false hair in the loops and a paper-made mold in the
semi-oval loop at the top and ties the hair many times with strong
thread made of paper, and also puts in two or three kinds of coiffure
pieces. Then she puts in more greasy stuff as she finishes. All these
make the hairdress as solid as if it were directly planted on the skull."
Mutsu nodded and then was lost in thought.
Saionji came back to the room and as he sat down he said to Mutsu:
"You were right. Ito was disgusted and in protest he resigned from
his office and is leaving for his Oiso villa."
"Ah, he was not satisfied with Premier Matsukata's explanation last
night, I presume. Well, Marquis, the Matsukata Cabinet will break
down soon because it aroused the anger of the elder statesmen. Before
he emerges from his retreat, Ito will try a thing or two. He eventually
will take up the premiership for a second time. In my opinion he is
the ablest and most fair-minded among the Sat-cho elders."
Saionji nodded his agreement*
"In Nippon the cabinet remains intact even if it loses in the general
election," Mursu remarked, "but it goes out when it gets a scolding
from the Sar-cho leaders among whom the premiership is rotated.
Three years ago, when 1 was at Washington as Minister, a presidential
election took place. Benjamin Harrison, a Republican, was chosen over
the incumbent Democratic President Grover Cleveland on clear-cut
issues. Just before I left for home, the new President and his sup-
porters completely replaced the former* I thought it was an extreme
sort of practice,
"In contrast to our system, in the United States, the people really
vote for their Chief Executive, while here the Sat-cho men take turns
at the political helm, disregarding the expression of the electorates.
"We have a long way to go, haven't we?"
"Yes," Saionji sighed,
"Marquis Saionji, one of these days I want you to allow me to pre-
sent one of my young friends to you,
"His name "is Takekoshi Yosaburo. A very talented and likeable
fellow Takekoshi is* I want him to have a good friend and councillor,
He 5s quite literary and pretty much of a man about town/*
Saionji and Okiku came into their modest garden, Okiku wearing
her new European clothes for the first time.
"Are your clothes too tight?"

